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From University of California Press: Vietnam: Journeys of Body, Mind, and Spirit before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Vietnam: Journeys of Body, Mind, and Spirit:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. VIETNAMBY asianmanExcellent book on the different cultures of
Vietnam.There are numerous different ethnic groups.It covers almost everything you wanted to know about
Vietnam.The funerals,weddings,different religions from Buddhism,Taoism,lslam,and Hinduism,just to name a
few.There is also a couple of pages on the attempts to colonize Vietnam,which all ended up in failure.lt covers on
different ceremonys also and festivalsincluding TET Vietham.There are numerous photos that accompany the topics
mentioned.Overall awonderful book on agreat country.l would loveto livein Vietham.HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY
JAPAN.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Thisbook is easy to read and provides an excellent
prospective of Vietnam ...By Nadine in DenverThis book is easy to read and provides an excellent prospective of
Vietnam today as well as well defined explanation of events that influenced modern Vietnam.1 of 4 people found the
following review helpful. good book!By Khalil E. Alasharits arequired book for one of my classes at the university. it


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520238710

seems like a great book but havent read it yet since the teacher never assigned anything from it and i didnt get the
chance to openit.

Vietnam: Journeys of Body, Mind, and Spirit takes the reader on an informed and engaging journey into the social and
ritual life of contemporary Vietnam. Created to accompany the first major collaboration between a Vietnamese
museum and an American museum on an exhibition of Viethamese culture, this book moves beyond the troubled
wartime history of both nations to a deeper portrayal of how Vietnamese of different ages, ethnicities, occupations,
and circumstances live at the start of the twenty-first century. The contributorsmost of whom live and work in
Vietnam, while others have spent many years in intimate association with Viethamese lifeoffer a unique perspective
on the country and its diverse cultural mosaic. The text is complemented by arich collection of photographs and
illustrations that capture the complexity and nuance of daily life.The journeys portrayed in this volume cut across
virtually every domain of Viethamese experience. Some take place on roads, railways, rivers, and footpaths, as family
members come home for the New Y ear and traders carry goods precariously balanced on bicycles. Others are
metaphorical: lifeisajourney marked by significant rituals, and the year is ajourney mapped by a calendar with
holidays as milestones along the way. Souls travel to the netherworld, while gods and ancestors return to the human
world during celebrationsin their honor.Although the Vietnam War dominated the consciousness of a generation of
Americans, few understand the country and few can imagine what it is like today. Appearing more than a decade after
Vietnam's entrance into the global market and more than a quarter century after the cessation of hostilities between the
Vietnamese and U.S. governments, this book provides a new understanding of how Vietnamese live, work, and
celebrate critical passages of life and time.Copublished with the American Museum of Natural History and the
Vietnam Museum of Ethnology

"Written in avery accessible, jargon-free style, this superb book is a marvelous window on the culture of Vietnam.
Highly recommended.”-- -- About the AuthorNguyen Van Huy is Director of the Vietham Museum of Ethnology and
the principal author of The Cultural Mosaic of Ethnic Groupsin Vietnam (1997). Laurel Kendall is Curator of the
Asian Ethnographic Collections at the American Museum of Natural History. Her books include Getting Married in
Korea: Of Gender, Morality, and Modernity (California, 1996) as well as several other works on gender and popular
religion.



