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Daniel Little : Varieties Of Social Explanation: An Introduction To The Philosophy Of Social Science  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Varieties Of Social 
Explanation: An Introduction To The Philosophy Of Social Science: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The e-book formatting is a disasterBy NAKThe formatting of the e-
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book is a disaster. The text does not fit on the screen; sentences continue off-screen, which makes it impossible to read 
this otherwise interesting if basic introduction to social science methodology and theory.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Awesome book.By CustomerUsed this for class. Awesome book.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Learning opportunitiesBy Leon LerborgAlthough the book isn't quite new (basicly from 
1991) it gives en easy and relevant overview of (still) central debates concerning explanations in the social 
sciences.The books also have relevant examples, although it's too often historical, from Asia, concerning peasant 
economies and within the area of antropology. You can take that though as another learning opportunity :-)The book is 
furthermore fairly objectice when it comes to referring various positions. Little himself is part of a seldom, but quite 
interessting, branch of marxism, which blends Marx, methodological individualism (of a sort) and rachional choice 
theory. Another learning opportunity - and you don't have to agree :-)

Professor Little presents an introduction to the philosophy of social science with an emphasis on the central forms of 
explanation in social science: rational-intentional, causal, functional, structural, materialist, statistical and interpretive. 
The book is very strong on recent developments, particularly in its treatment of rational choice theory, 
microfoundations for social explanation, the idea of supervenience, functionalism, and current discussions of 
relativism.Of special interest is Professor Little's insight that, like the philosophy of natural science, the philosophy of 
social science can profit from examining actual scientific examples. Throughout the book, philosophical theory is 
integrated with recent empirical work on both agrarian and industrial society drawn from political science, sociology, 
geography, anthropology, and economics.Clearly written and well structured, this text provides the logical and 
conceptual tools necessary for dealing with the debates at the cutting edge of contemporary philosophy of social 
science. It will prove indispensible for philosophers, social scientists and their students.

About the AuthorDaniel Little is associate professor of philosophy at Colgate University and visiting scholar at the 
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