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Lindsay Prior : Using Documentsin Social Research (I ntroducing Qualitative M ethods series) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Using Documentsin Social

Research (Introducing Qualitative Methods series):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy Kindle CustomerExcellent exploration of document
analysis - method and methodology. Prior is alittle dismissive of searching for meaning - he's clearly uncomfortable


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0761957472

with amore "humanities" approach to socia science. However, it hardly dilutes the quality of the rest of his discussion.

Using Documents in Social Research offers a comprehensive, yet concise, introduction to the use of documents as
tools within social science research. The books argues that documents stand in a dual-relation to human activity, and
therefore by transmitting ideas and influencing the course and nature of human activity they are integral to the research
process. Key features of the book include: Alerts students to the diversity of social scientific research documents.
Outlines the various strategies and debates that need to be considered in order to integrate the study of documentsinto
aresearch project. Offers anumber of examples where documents have been used within avariety of research
contexts. The book iswritten in an easy and engaging style which makes it accessible to undergraduates and
postgraduate students. It will be essential reading for students and researchers across a range of social science
disciplines.

About the AuthorLindsay Prior is Professor of Sociology at Queens University, Belfast. Heis currently a Principal
Investigator for the Health Policy Research stream within the recently opened Northern Ireland Centre of Excellence
in Public Health. Since the mid 1980s, his research interests have been split between medical sociology and the
sociology of health and illness and the design and use of qualitative research methods - particularly those that involve
the use of text and documentation. In past years he has a acted as Principal Investigator for major awards from the
Wellcome Trust (Biomedical Ethics Programme), the ESRC (Innovative Health Technologies Programme), the Joseph
Rowntree Foundation, and various NHS RD Offices. The research work associated with these grants has covered a
wide range of health-related topics and interests, including afocus on lay understandings of health and disease, and the
application of qualitative research methods to health service research problems.



