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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It is truly a beautiful study that helps not only the scholars and 
students ...By MSITBIt is truly a beautiful study that helps not only the scholars and students in the field understand 
the adoption of Asian children but also many individuals who have experienced adoption directly or indirectly reflect 
their own experience in positive/structural manner. I highly recommend this book to everyone who wants to learn 
about adoption experience.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Well Written, Holistic Examination of 
Asian Adoption and the Factors that Drive ItBy CustomerIn "Unequal Motherhoods and the Adoption of Asian 
Children," Jungyun Gill discusses adoption from the point of view of all three mothers involved, birth mothers, foster 
mothers, and adoptive mothers. The result is a fascinating and objective examination of the process and the 
sociological factors that shape it. As a reader you come to appreciate the complexity of the interactions that bear out 
the historical and current versions of this system. From the top-down, government policy, adoption agency strategy, 
and cultural norms regarding single motherhood all play a large role.However, what sets this book apart are the 
testimonials, in the form of interviews and letters, which add significant humanity to the academic proceedings. Some 
are heartbreaking, others inspiring, but all give deep insight into the thoughts and feelings of the actual people 
involved. This human element is interwoven with the aforementioned high-level drivers, leaving you with as complete 
a picture as you may hope to attain.I learned a great deal from reading this book; I highly recommend it.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. sadness and happiness- involved in adoption decisions in a well-written and easily 
understandable publicationBy CustomerJungyun Gills Unequal Motherhoods and the Adoption of Asian Children is an 
insightfulanalysis of the cultural and, often gender based bias, influencing social policy and practices governing the 
adoption of Korean childrenby white Americans. Traditional explanations for the rapid growth of Korean - American 
adoptions in the post Korean War periodand the intimate human relations involved in such decisions, are subjected to 
in-depth analysis revealing several dominate contemporarysocial, political and economic policies or beliefs that 
shaped the pattern of these international adoptions.For a fact-based academic work, this writer also reveals the human 
emotions - helplessness, sadness and happiness- involved in adoption decisionsin a well-written and easily 
understandable publication.Don and Diane DeFronzoNew Britain , Ct.

This book explores a deeply personal aspect of globalization: the adoption of Asian children by white Americans. It is 
based on dozens of interviews with adoptive mothers and adoption social workers, nearly two hundred letters and 
essays written by Korean birth mothers who put their children up for adoption, and field work at an adoption agency in 
South Korea. It also includes analyses and explanations of U.S. and South Korean governments social characteristics 
and policies regarding adoptions and how relations between nations have affected international adoption. The book 
focuses on whether the commonly held notion that adoptions are to serve childrens welfare and their best interests has 
tended to render gendered aspects of international adoptions invisible. Factors such as gender inequality, social control 
of womens reproductive power, patriarchic family structure, and social beliefs concerning womanhood and 
motherhood that affect international adoptions are revealed in this book. The multiple ways in which adoptive, birth, 
and foster mothers experience gender oppression from their different social positions of class, race, and nationality are 
explored and the interdependencies and inequalities of the motherhoods of these three groups of women are brought to 
light.

An interesting look at transnational, transracial adoption in Korea, the Motherland, the place it all began. (Barbara 
Katz Rothman, City University of New York, author of "Weaving a Family: Untangling Race and Adoption")About 
the AuthorJungyun Gill is assistant professor of sociology at Stonehill College. 


