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Maggie Tallerman : Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Solid working text for syntax comprehensionBy peter finchPresently
working closely with thistext. | am afirst year student of linguistics. Some of the material takes me beyond the range |
am currently having to address. The introduction to glossing could have been expanded for it is such an important part


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0415746981

of my present development. | can see myself using thistext over the next couple of years as| work my way in to this
field. The text is modern in presentation, flows easily and meets the range of material that an undergraduate course at
University would include today. Wish model answers had been provided so as to cross check that my comprehension
of the exercise tasks s correct.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is not the same as the
paperback version ...By ManwenThis book is not the same as the paperback version. | got alow grade because of a
few mistakes in the exercises in chapter 3.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A+A+. Prompt delivery.
Hassel free and exactly as ...By John B.A+A+.Prompt delivery. Hassel free and exactly as described.

Assuming no prior knowledge, Understanding Syntax illustrates the major concepts, categories and terminol ogy
associated with the study of cross-linguistic syntax. A theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint is taken throughout.
Starting with an overview of what syntax is, the book moves on to an explanation of word classes (such as noun, verb,
adjective) and then to a discussion of sentence structure in the worlds languages. Grammatical constructions and
relationshi ps between words in a clause are explained and thoroughly illustrated, including grammatical relations such
as subject and object; function-changing processes such as the passive and antipassive; case and agreement processes,
including both ergative and accusative alignments; verb serialization; head-marking and dependent-marking
grammars; configurational and non-configurational languages; questions and relative clauses. The final chapter
explains and illustrates the principlesinvolved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of alanguage, enabling the reader to
construct agrammatical sketch of alanguage known to them. Data from approximately 100 languages appears in the
text, with languages representing widely differing geographical areas and distinct language families. The book will be
essential for courses in cross-linguistic syntax, language typology, and linguistic fieldwork, aswell asfor basic
syntactic description.

"The fourth edition of Understanding Syntax is a thorough and accessible introduction to the major syntactic concepts
and constructions in the world's languages. It is one of the most versatile textbooks | have ever encountered: it
provides asolid basis in syntactic typology and theory in afriendly and informal style that works very well for
students with no background in linguistics, while also being an eye-opener for students who have studied some syntax
but are aware only of patterns and categories that are familiar from European languages. This textbook should be on
the reading list for al introductory syntax courses." Mary Dalrymple, Oxford University, UK "This new edition isjust
as sparklingly written as ever; it gives students areal flavour of the richness of the syntax of human languages, as well
as aclear, engaging explanation of the fundamental concepts needed to understand this core aspect of language.”
David Adger, Queen Mary University of London, UKAbout the AuthorMaggie Tallerman is Professor of Linguistics
at Newcastle University, UK.



