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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Understanding Poverty 
in the Classroom: Changing Perceptions for Student Success: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great ResourceBy David JohnstoneWell written book based on real 
experiences. I highly recommend to anyone who works with people from poor areas.Our school staff has used this 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1610483642


book as a resource to help us better serve our students.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Includes 
activities.By bluegrassgirlThis book will be great when planning for a Poverty workshop. It includes activities you can 
do to help others gain an awareness of poverty.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Hits the markBy 
Kylie's GrandmaI ordered this book to teach a book study class. It went above and beyond my expectations. A must 
read for educators.

People who live in poverty consider life in different ways than those who have adequate basic resources. Many 
educators tend to see the world through their middle-class worldview. Because of this, they do not understand these 
significant and often rational differences. They may misinterpret behavior they see and ascribe negative connotations 
to how their students are reacting. Their assumptions can affect the quality of both the teaching and the learning that 
happens. Most teachers have real passion for educating their students but their experiences limit how they relate to the 
challenges some of their students face daily.Understanding Poverty in the Classroom:* Identifies perceptual 
differences* Teaches strategies to address the special needs of children from poverty* Encourages teachers to learn 
about the neighborhoods where their students live and what to look for in those areas * Confronts myths about poverty 
and reinforces learning with specific illustrationsThis resource is interactive with exercises that increase the reader's 
learning and provides specific tools to improve the educational process for teachers, students, and parents.

Today's teachers face the challenge of growing numbers of children of poverty in schools. Templeton provides 
suggestions to maximize the schooling experience of these students. Their success in school is largely dependent upon 
an informed, nurturing faculty armed with a realistic understanding of students, their instructional needs, and an array 
of practical teaching strategies. Because the life experience of these students differs drastically from that of their 
teachers and classmates, common misunderstandings abound. For example, fulfilling homework can become 
impossible for students who are homeless or who live in a crowded, multifamily setting. A teacher may suspect low 
mental capacity in a student unable to answer a question like "What's your shoe size?," unaware that the student has 
worn only shoes that were found or given to her. Teachers adapt everyday interactions, like giving directions, to help 
students develop sequential skills by dividing tasks into components and providing students with something concrete 
(e.g., a sticky note) delineating each part. They can provide cues so that students who live with uncertainty can learn to 
identify when a lesson actually begins. This book provides teachers a much-needed resource to address the increasing 
amount of child poverty in schools. Summing Up: Recommended. All readership levels. (CHOICE)This is a 
wonderful, much-needed book. Most educators will find the length and format appealing. The prose is passionate but 
objective and based on solid research without being overly theoretical. (A. Scott Henderson, associate professor of 
education and coordinator of secondary education, Furman University)It is an important book for educators and Beth 
Lindsay Templeton uses poignant examples to embed knowledge. The exercises and the conversational writing style 
are well-developed. (Lesley Quast, assistant academic dean, Furman University)America will live up to its aspirations 
for public education only if students in poverty excel to high expectations. Beth Lindsay Templeton has worked for 
years to understand, address, and explain the issues faced by families in poverty. Anyone interested in America's 
future and the future of America's communities will benefit from her wisdom and insights. (Frank Holleman, former 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education)About the AuthorBeth Lindsay Templeton, director of Our Eyes Were Opened, is 
a community activist, innovator, minister, consultant, teacher, and writer. She began her career as a secondary 
mathematics teacher and for the last twenty-eight years has worked at United Ministries, a non-profit in Greenville, 
South Carolina. 


