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Leland Ferguson : Uncommon Ground: Archaeology and Early African America, 1650-1800 before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Uncommon Ground: Archaeology and

Early African America, 1650-1800:

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. History from the ground up.By R. J. MarsellaThis book provides
insight into the physical evidence being unearthed and explored by archaeol ogists engaged in the study of early
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colonial African American sites. While some of the content isatad dry ,Professor Ferguson's enthusiasm for his
subject manages to infuse much of this book with a sense of excitement that obviously drives the individual s engaged
in this research.Primarily focused on early plantation life in South Carolina, the book provides some fascinating
comparisons between the rice culture there and the tobacco culture in Virginia explaining the effect of these differing
lifestyles and then integrating the physical evidenceinto that discussion.The book contains extensive appendices that
list the major findings by location.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Mary Jo Sexton-
ToshAs described! 1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 1t good to see how historical archaeology is
performed but the ...By Reesah23Some of the vocabulary is very "60s anthropology". It good to see how historical
archaeology is performed but the choice of words could be better.

Winner of the Southern Anthropological Society's prestigious James Mooney Award, Uncommon Ground takes a
unique archaeol ogical approach to examining early African American life. Ferguson shows how black pioneers
worked within the bars of bondage to shape their distinct identity and lay arich foundation for the multicultural
adjustments that became colonial America. Through pre-Revolutionary period artifacts gathered from plantations and
urban slave communities, Ferguson integrates folklore, history, and research to reveal how these enslaved people
actually lived. Impeccably researched and beautifully written.

From Publishers Weekly The uncommon ground in thetitle of Ferguson's highly provocative book is that which yields
up evidence of African Americans during the pre-Revolutionary period. The discussion of archeological findings that
elucidate how these enslaved people actualy lived is so surprisingly engaging and accessible that at times this reads
like adetective story, with one tantalizing clue leading the author to yet another. Recovered potsherdstell of economic
interrel ations between plantation slaves and Native Americans and of the too-little-recognized common thread
between the extermination of Native Americans and racism against blacks. Toys and house sites allow examination of
daily life. Utensils dug from the ground illuminate the slaves' diet and foodways. Ritual objects open up a discussion
of African slave religion. Ferguson also tracks the differencesin slave lifestyles between coastal South Carolinaand
tidewater Virginia. In the end, he concludes that, although the slave-owning whites may have held political and
coercive power, they depended for survival on the practical knowledge and skills of their African American slaves.
Ferguson proves his case that archeological research helps us envision the contrast between the world the slaves built
and the European/American culture that they rejected. Ferguson is a professor of anthropology at the University of
South Carolina. Illustrated. Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library JournalY A-- An
examination of the American archaeological past and the emergence of the African-American field of study. Ferguson
provides an account of afictional slave'stypical day, and the rest of the book reveals how thisinformation has been
pieced together over the past quarter of a century. Written in layman's terms, the book not only relates information
about thisfield, but illustrates how it isdonein reality aswell asin theory. History students will enjoy this book for its
informational content and for its revelation of how history is not set in stone, but changes and grows as we discover
more about our past.-Hugh McAloon, Frederick, MDCopyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library
Journal This robust, wide-ranging book advances African American archaeology as afresh field for unearthing early
American slaves shrouded culture. Integrating research in artifacts, folklore, and history, Ferguson explores black
lifeways along the south Atlantic coast. He focuses on South Carolinawith its early black majority and its several
excavated low country sites to unveil layers of complex social exchanges that made American plantations work. His
provocative results project crafty black pioneers working within the bars of bondage to shape their distinct identity and
to lay arich foundation for the multicultural adjustments that became colonial America. This scholarship from the
ground up is fascinating stuff; lay readers and experts alike interested in early America, blacks, or material culture will
want to read this book. Highly recommended.- Thomas J. Davis, Univ. at Buffalo, N.Y .Copyright 1992 Reed Business
Information, Inc.



