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From Brand: Practical Action : Uncharted Territory: Land, Conflict and Humanitarian Action  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Uncharted Territory: Land, 
Conflict and Humanitarian Action: 

Disputes over land often start conflicts; and land is often a key issue when refugees and internally displaced people 
attempt to return home when the conflict is over. Access to land affects peoples choice to return and their prospects of 
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recovery. Yet humanitarian agencies largely neglect these wider issues on the basis that they are too complex and 
politically sensitive, and that they lie in the mandate of development or human rights organizations.Uncharted 
Territory bridges the humanitarian and land tenure divide and seeks to understand how housing, land and property 
issues can and should be practically incorporated into humanitarian responses. The book explores the theoretical nexus 
between land, conflict and humanitarianism, discusses the challenges for a more integrated response, and presents the 
findings of case studies from Angola, Colombia, Rwanda, and Sudan.This book should be read by humanitarian aid 
workers, policy analysts, academics, and government officials in developing countries.

Uncharted Territory is an outstanding account of the main challenges regarding land restitution an the right to housing 
that humanitarian intervention must consider. (Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, Watson Institute for International 
Studies)Humanitarian relief efforts and peace building must take into account the land disputes that often caused the 
conflict in the first place. This book shows how to bring an understanding of land issues into humanitarian work. 
(Salim Ahmed Salim, former Prime Minister of Tanzania and former Secretary General)This is a very timely and 
excellent contribution on disputes over land and property as major sources of armed conflictand the challenges they 
pose for the work of humanitarian organizations. (Gunnar M. Srb, Director)At last! Recognition in this timely 
collection that land issues are often at the heart of violent conflict, and that emergency relief and planning for recovery 
ignore them at their peril. (Lionel Cliffe, Emeritus Professor of Politics)About the AuthorSara Pantuliano is a Research 
Fellow and Program Leader in the Humanitarian Policy Group of the Overseas Development Institute, UK. 


