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Sebastian Junger : Tribe: On Homecoming and Belonging before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Tribe: On Homecoming and Belonging:

136 of 137 people found the following review helpful. We're All Dead InsideBy PhilUpon reading Jungers articlein a
recent Vanity Fair article on the affects of PTSD (its not exclusive to just war veterans, by the way), | was under the
assumption that a large portion of this book would be dedicated to that. | was wrong. Sebastian dove much deeper than
that. Tribe focuses on the growing disconnect were experiencing with one another as a society, and the far reaching
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consequences of that disconnect. Its an eye-opening letter to the American public that politely reminds us that weve
lost our way when it comes to being a closer knit community as awhole.Not always, of course. In his book, he touches
on how tragedies such as 9/11 brings us closer - albeit briefly. But once the dust settles, we fall back to our old
ways.Thisis not abook about war, the military, or PTSD. Its about the loss of belonging, caring for our fellow man as
we do about the ones closest to us. He uses a parable about a brief encounter he has with a homeless man as a young
adult. The man sees that hes on a backpacking trip on his own and asksif he has enough food for his trip. The young
Junger, afraid of being mugged for his supplies, lies and tells the man that he has just alittle food to last him. The
homeless man tells Junger hell never make it on what he has and hands him his lunch bag that he more than likely
received from a homeless shelter - probably the only meal the homeless man would have the entire day. Sebastian
feels horrible about himself after that, but uses that lesson as a parable for Tribe. Think of your fellow man before
thinking of yourself. Because without that sense of humanism, togetherness, belonging, were all dead inside.257 of
269 people found the following review helpful. Unique exploration of one of most important cultural realities of the
21st centuryBy Englewood Review of Books!'ll be frank. I've not been a big fan of Junger's previous books, but in this
book he puts his finger on one of the most important cultural realities of the twenty-first century, the loss of tight-knit
communities. Certainly, Robert Putnam (in his important book BOWLING ALONE) and others have documented
similar realities, but Junger's work stands out for two reasons: 1) it isimmensely accessible and 2) he arrives at this
conclusion from a unique perspective, that of his observation of the military experience. One of his central themesis
the idea that soldiersin combat situations have such an intense experience of interdependency, solidarity and
community that they often struggle upon returning to civilian life in the US, in which there rarely is any similar sort of
community to which they can belong. TRIBE is well-worth reading for pointed socio-political questionsit asks about
American civic life and for the keen observations it makes about the combat experience. Thankfully, Junger doesn't
offer any easy fixes, but on the other hand, he doesn't do much to stir our imaginations about how to cultivate in
American civilian life the sort of solidarity that combat engenders. At times, he does tend toward idealizing the Native
American experience of tribal life, and that sort of idealism won't be particularly helpful for addressing the dissolution
of community that we so intensely experience. Regardless, thisis atimely book that should not only widely read, but
also widely discussed.124 of 136 people found the following review helpful. A dazzling short masterpiecegloriously
readable and guaranteed to change your life! By Denny HatchWe have met the enemy and heis us. Pogo, by Walt
Kelly (1912-1973)Sebastian Jungers central theme is the epidemic of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) suffered
by returning American war fighters that is exponentially higher than any previous conflict in world history.The root
cause, according to Sebastian Junger, is not war, violence, death and destruction overseas. It is not the VA back home.
It is us.Junger opens with abrilliant narrativefootnote free and wonderfully informativeof how primitive tribes,
societies and communes through history waged wars and successfully dealt with the aftermath.Then he cuts to the
chase. A quick sampling:The vast majority of traumatized vets are not faking their symptoms, however. They return
from wars that are safer than those their fathers and grandfathers fought, and yet far greater numbers of them wind up
alienated and depressed. Thisis true even for people who didnt experience combat. In other words, the problem doesnt
seem to be the trauma on the battlefield so much as reentry into society.Todays veterans often come home to find that
although theyre willing to die for their country, theyre not sure how to live for it. Its hard to know how to live for a
country that regularly tearsitself apart along every possible ethnic and demographic boundary. The income gap
between rich and poor continues to widen, many peoplelivein racialy segregated communities, the elderly are mostly
sequestered from public life, and rampage shootings happen so regularly that they only remain in the news cycle for a
day or two. To make matters worse, politicians occasionally accuse rivals of deliberately trying to harm their own
countrya charge so destructive to group unity that most past societies would probably have just punished it asaform
of treason. Its complete madness, and the veterans know this.Before casting a vote November 8, 2016, | urge you to
read TRIBE: On Homecoming and Belonging. And give it as a gift to everyone you care about.Denny
Hatchdennyhatch@yahoo.com

Now aNew Y ork Times bestseller

"Junger has raised one of the most provocative ideas of this campaign season--and accidentally written one of its most
intriguing political books."The New Y ork Times'There are three excellent reasons to read Sebastian Junger's new
book: the clarity of histhought, the elegance of his prose, and the provocativeness of his chosen subject. Within a
compact space, the sheer range of hisinquiry is astounding."S. C. Gwynne, New Y ork Times bestselling author of
Rebel Yell and Empire of the Summer Moon" Sebastian Junger has turned the multifaceted problem of returning
veterans on its head. It's not so much about what's wrong with the veterans, but what's wrong with us. If we made the
changes suggested in TRIBE, not only our returning veterans, but all of us, would be happier and healthier. Please read
this book."Karl Marlantes, New Y ork Times bestselling author of Matterhorn and What It Is Like to Go to War" Junger
uses every word in this slim volume to make a passionate, compelling case for amore egalitarian

society."Booklist" The author resists the temptation to glorify war as the solution to a nation's mental ills and warns



against the tendency "to romanticize Indian life," but he does succeed in showing "the complicated blessings of
‘civilization,' " while issuing warnings about divisiveness and selfishness that should resonate in an election year. The
themes implicit in the author's bestsellers are explicit in this slim yet illuminating volume."Kirkus s' Thought-
provoking...a gem." The Washington Post" TRIBE is an important wake-up call. Let's hope we don't sleep through the
alarm."Minneapolis Star Tribune'Compelling...Junger...offers a starting point for mending some of the toxic
divisiveness rampant in our current political and cultural climate." The Boston Globe" Junger argues with candor and
grace for the everlasting remedies of community and connectedness.”O Magazine"TRIBE is a fascinating, eloquent
and thought-provoking book..packed with ideas...It could help usto think more deeply about how to help men and
women battered by war to find anew purpose in peace." The Times of London"Thisisabrilliant little book driven by a
powerful idea and series of reflections by the bestselling author of the bestselling books The Perfect Storm and War,
and the film documentary Restrepo, about fighting in Afghanistan...The strongest experience of companionship and
community often comes with the extremes of war. Junger is particularly good on the stress and exhilaration
experienced by reporters, aid workers, and soldiersin combat - and the difficulties they face on return...l would give
this gem of an essay to anyone embarking on the understanding of human society and governance."Evening Standard
"An electrifying tapestry of history, anthropology, psychology and memoir that punctures the stereotype of the veteran
as awar-damaged victim in need of salvation. Rather than asking how we can save our returning servicemen and
women, Junger challenges us to take a hard look in the mirror and ask whether we can save ourselves." The Guardian
"Junger hasidentified one of the last cohesive tribesin America and, through an examination of its culture of self-
subjugation grasps for aremedy that might reunite afragmented civilian society."Elliot Ackerman, Times Literary
SupplementTRIBE is an extended reflection on the need for inclusion and belonging...written by an impassioned war
correspondent less concerned with the scars of battle than the psychological dislocation experienced by those returning
home, who have experienced tribal inclusion, but now face a future without it.Pittsburgh Post-GazetteTRIBE is a
fascinating look into why inspires ancient human virtues of honor, courage and commitment on the battlefield, and the
difficulty that can arise when a combat tour is over. While the book may easily fit in asoldier's small cargo pocket, it
packs immensely valuable insight that is sure to bring understanding to military and civilian readers alike.San Antonio
Express-Newsl first read about this history several months ago in Sebastian Junger's excellent book, TRIBE. It has
haunted me since. It raises the possibility that our cultureis built on some fundamental error about what makes people
happy and fulfilled.David Brooks, The New Y ork TimesAbout the AuthorSebastian Junger isthe #1 New Y ork Times
bestselling author of Tribe, War, The Perfect Storm, Fire, and A Death in Belmont. Together with Tim Hetherington,
he directed the Academy Award-nominated film Restrepo, which won the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance. Heis a
contributing editor to Vanity Fair and has been awarded a National Magazine Award and an SAIS Novartis Prize for
journalism. Helivesin New York City.



