
[Mobile library] Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures)

Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early Christianity (Richard 
Lectures)

Peter R. Brown 
audiobook | *ebooks | Download PDF | ePub | DOC

#808455 in Books Brown Peter R 2016-03-08Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 8.70 x .80 x 5.70l, .0 #File 
Name: 0813938287192 pagesTreasure in Heaven The Holy Poor in Early Christianity | File size: 39.Mb

Peter R. Brown : Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Treasure in Heaven: The Holy 
Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures): 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813938287


The "holy poor" have long maintained an elite status within Christianity. Differing from the "real" poor, these 
clergymen, teachers, and ascetics have historically been viewed by their fellow Christians as persons who should 
receive material support in exchange for offering immeasurable immaterial benefitsteaching, preaching, and prayer. 
Supporting themquite as much as supporting the real poorhas been a way to accumulate eventual treasure in heaven. 
Yet from the rise of Christian monasticism in Egypt and Syria to present day, Christians have argued fiercely about 
whether monks should work to support themselves. In Treasure in Heaven, renowned historian Peter Brown shifts 
attention from Western to Eastern Christianity, introducing us to this smoldering debate that took place across the 
entire Middle East from the Euphrates to the Nile. Seen against the backdrop of Asia, Christianity might have opted 
for a Buddhist model by which holy monks lived by begging alone. Instead, the monks of Egypt upheld an alternative 
model that linked the monk to humanity and the monastery to society through acceptance of the common, human bond 
of work. This model of Third World Christianitya Christianity that we all too easily associate with the Westeventually 
became the basis for the monasticism of western Europe, as well as for modern Western attitudes to charity and labor. 
In Treasure in Heaven, Brown shows how and why we are still livingat times uncomfortablywith that choice. 

One of the most familiar phrases in the New Testament is Jesus's exhortation to forget about earthly riches and instead 
store up 'treasure in heaven.' Here, Peter Brown uses the phrase to pry open ancient attitudes about the relationship 
between work, leisure, and piety, and the way Christianity both reflected and threatened long-standing tensions. 
Treasure in Heaven is wide-ranging, accessible, and highly readable. Someday Brown will write a book that does not 
stimulate new thinking. But this is not that day, nor is this that book. (H. A. Drake, University of California, Santa 
Barbara, author of Constantine and the Bishops)The poor were a special focus of early Christianity, but who were 
they? And what made them so deserving? These questions have preoccupied Peter Brown for more than a decade. 
After Poverty and Leadership in the Later Roman Empire and Through the Eye of a Needle, he turns here to the 
eastern edges of the Roman Empire and to the holy poor, those men and women who deliberately chose poverty in 
order to be closer to God, and who must therefore be supported by the rest of society. With his accustomed virtuosity 
Brown reveals hitherto unsuspected tensions between the real poor and the holy poor, and the anxious questions asked 
about the value of work, the impact of wealth, and the nature of the angelic life. Above all, what did treasure in heaven 
really mean? In the third book of his trilogy, Brown lays bare in vivid and arresting detail the legacies of Syria and 
Egypt, the variety and contradictions within Christianity, and the intense self-questioning of Christians in the early 
centuries. (Dame Averil Cameron, University of Oxford)Over several decades Brown has raised questions and 
modeled methods that have engendered flurries of scholarship in response to his suggestions. His arguments in this 
book depend on other scholars detailed studies of particular places, which he acknowledges with unusual generosity. 
Rather than burying authors names in footnotes, he lifts them into his text, praising their careful and insightful 
scholarship. Over the long course of his career, Browns scholarship has modeled and engendered collegial scholarly 
conversation. (Christian Century)About the AuthorPeter Brown, Emeritus Professor of History at Princeton 
University, is the author of The Ransom of the Soul: Afterlife and Wealth in Early Western Christianity and Through 
the Eye of a Needle: Wealth, the Fall of Rome, and the Making of Christianity in the West, 350-550 AD. 


