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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent!By Robin WilsonGreat resource! Great book to go back
to. Helps understand the philosophy of skilled nursing facilities and how palliative care can help!

The teacher and gerontological social work scholar Mercedes Bern-Klug joins experts on nursing, law, medicine,
sociology, and socia work to provide a thorough understanding of nursing home palliative care. Their broad definition
of palliative care treats comfort care as appropriate across the illness experience, not just at the end of life. Because a
majority of nursing home residents are older adults facing multiple, advanced chronic conditions, this book is
grounded in the provision of palliative care-especially palliative psychosocial care. Y et its practice recommendations
can a'so be applied to other long-term care settings, such as assisted living. The contributors combine scholarship with
practical wisdom in each chapter, mixing reviews of scholarly literature with insights gleaned from clinical practice.
Chapter topics comply with the eight domains of palliative care developed by the National Consensus Project for
Quality Palliative Care. Some focus on care of the resident, while others concern the resident's family. A special
section addresses self-care for nursing home staff members, and another discusses nursing home rituals to mark the
death of aresident. Bern-Klug concludes with an overview of the factors that will shape the future of paliative care
for advanced chronic illness.

This book certainly fills aniche for awell-deserved population that is often ignored. (Donna Wang Activities,
Adaptation, and Aging)About the AuthorMercedes Bern-Klug is an assistant professor in the School of Social Work at
the University of lowaand a John A. Hartford Geriatric Social Work Faculty Scholar. Sheis a gerontological social
work scholar interested in finding ways to help nursing home residents and their family members cope with emotional
issues related to living in a nursing home, and she sees the skills of social workers as a good match for meeting
residents psychosocia needs, especially as the end of life approaches.



