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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Traditions, Values, and 
Humanitarian Action (International Humanitarian Affairs): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Thoughtfully informative and seminally importantBy Midwest Book 
ReviewCompiled and edited by Kevin M. Cahill (Director of the Institute of International Humanitarian Affairs, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0823222888


Fordham University), Traditions, Values, And Humanitarian Action is a collection of nineteen erudite essays by 
various learned and scholarly authors informatively examining some of the fundamental issues surrounding 
humanitarian action, including reaching beyond practical difficulties of providing humanitarian assistance in a world 
of global politics, to the intermeshing of different religious, cultural, and social systems in often hostile circumstances. 
From Christianity and its religious sponsored humanitarian missions; to the concept, theory, and reality of terrorism; to 
the impact the September 11th attacks have had on global civil society, Traditions, Values, And Humanitarian Action 
is a thoughtfully informative and seminally important addition to International Studies reference collections, as well as 
corporate, governmental, and NGO policy maker reading lists.

This third volume in the pioneering series, International Humanitarian Affairs, goes beyond the practical to address 
fundamental questions at the heart of humanitarian actions. How do different religious, cultural, and social systemsand 
the values they supportshape humanitarian action? What are the bases of caring societies? Are there universal values 
for human well-being? International experts come face to face with the assumptions about human dignity and social 
justice that guide efforts to rescue and repair communities in crisis. The original essays explore mandates for 
humanitarian action in religious traditions, and codes of conduct for the media, military, medicine, and the academy in 
relief efforts. They explore threats to human welfare from terrorism and gender exploitation and assess international 
law, the media, and the politics of civil society in a world of war, conflict, and strife. The contributors: Kofi Annan, 
Avery Cardinal Dulles, S.J., Rabbi Harlan J. Wechsler, H.R.H. Prince El Hassan Bin Talal, Francis Mading Deng, 
Maj. Gen. Timothy Cross, Joseph O Hare, S.J., Tom Brokaw, Eoin OBrien, M.D., Jan Eliasson, Timothy Harding, 
M.D., Paul Wilkinson, Larry Hollingworth, Nancy Ely-Raphel, John Feerick, Michael Veuthey, Edward Mortimer, 
Kathleen Newland, Peter Tarnoff, Richard Falk, and the editor.

...it is both insturctive and refreshing to find a volume in which academic analysis and less formal, though no less 
compelling reflection bring to light the human difficulties involved in responding to human tragedies. (Journal of 
Humanitarian Assistance)Traditions, Values, and Humanitarian Action is a satisfying collection of rich and varied 
perspectives, some new, some difficult to digest, and all feeding the need to understand the complexities of these 
issues in a rapidly changing world. (Lesley Morrison The Lancet)About the AuthorKevin M. Cahill, M.D. is 
University Professor and Director of Fordham Universitys Institute of International Humanitarian Affairs (IIHA). He 
also serves as President of the Center for International Humanitarian Cooperation (CIHC), Director of the Tropical 
Disease Center at Lenox Hill Hospital, Clinical Professor of Tropical Medicine and Molecular Parasitology at New 
York University School of Medicine, Chief Medical Advisor for Counterterrorism, NYPD, Professor of International 
Humanitarian Affairs at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, and Senior Consultant to the United Nations Health 
Service. Dr. Cahill has served as Chief Advisor on Humanitarian Affairs and Public Health for three Presidents of the 
United Nations General Assembly. 


