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From University of Wisconsin Press: Timesof Trouble: Violencein Russian Literature and Culture before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Times of Trouble: Violencein
Russian Literature and Culture:

From the country that has added to our vocabulary such colorful terms as "purges,” "pogroms,” and "gulag,” this
collection investigates the conspicuous marks of violence in Russian history and culture. Russians and non-Russians
alike have long debated the reasons for this endemic violence. Some have cited Russia's huge size, unforgiving
climate, and exposed geographical position as formative in its national character, making invasion easy and order
difficult. Others have fixed the blame on cultural and religious traditions that spurred internecine violence or on
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despatic rulers or unfortunate episodes in the nation's history, such as the Mongol invasion, the rule of lIvan the
Terrible, or the "Red Terror" of the revolution. Even in contemporary Russia, the specter of violence continues, from
widespread mistreatment of women to racial antagonism, the product of a frustrated nationalism that manifestsitself in
such phenomena as the wars in Chechnya. Times of Troubleisthefirst in English to explore the problem of violence
in Russia. From avariety of perspectives, essays investigate Russian history aswell as depictions of violence in the
visual arts and in literature, including the works of Fyodor Dostoevsky, Isaac Babel, Mikhail Lermontov, and Nina
Sadur. From the Mongol invasion to the present day, topics include the gulag, genocide, violence against women, anti-
Semitism, and terrorism as atool of revolution.

"The first book of its kind to address head-on the problem of violence in Russian culture." Angela Brintlinger, Ohio
State University



