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Johannes Fabian : Time and the Other: How Anthropology Makes Its Object before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Time and the Other: How Anthropology Makes Its
Object:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A critical view of anthropologyBy AQuintaoln this book the
anthropol ogist Johannes Fabian, who received his PhD from the University of Chicago, brings afresh insight to a
central topic in anthropology: time. Fabian criticizes structuralism's perspective of time and aimsto prove how timeis
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often ignored in ethnography as coevalness is usually denied to the other.16 of 33 people found the following review
helpful. Interesting yet unreadableBy A CustomerThe thesis of this book | found quite interesting and accurate: that
anthropologists consider their subjects as existing in a different time from themselves, in some mythical past.

However, the style of the writing seemed asiif it was literally translated from the German. | found it very difficult to
understand, opaque, and wondered many times why | was bothering to slog through the thing.11 of 12 people found
the following review helpful. Not athriller, but afoundation of modern anthropologyBy CustomerA lot of the critique
of how anthropologists "make their object” in the 80s and 90s can be traced back to some of the ideas in thisbook. It is
aprofoundly important analysis of how time is manipulated in such away as to create a boundary between "them" and
"us." Asthe other reviewer says, it is not an easy read, but | don't think you can really know the history of recent
anthropological theory without giving this book some of your attention.

Time and the Other is a classic work that critically reexamined the relationship between anthropol ogists and their
subjects and reoriented the approach literary critics, philosophers, and historians took to the study of humankind.
Johannes Fabian challenges the assumption that anthropologists live in the "here and now," that their subjectslivein
the "there and then," and that the "other" existsin atime not contemporary with our own. He a so pinpoints the
emergence, transformation, and differentiation of avariety of uses of timein the history of anthropology that set
specific parameters between power and inequality. In this edition, a new postscript by the author revisits popular
conceptions of the "other" and the attempt to produce and represent knowledge of other(s).

A radical epistemological critique of anthropological writing.--George Marcus, University of California, IrvineThe
confidence and optimism that Fabian expresses contributesin no small way to the exhilarating intellectual experience
that this book offers.--Gauri Viswanathan, Columbia UniversityxPraise for the first edition: "A radical epistemological
critique of anthropological writing."--George Marcus, University of California, Irvine"The confidence and optimism
that Fabian expresses contributes in no small way to the exhilarating intellectual experience this book offers."--Gauri
Viswanathan, Columbia UniversityPraise for the first edition: "A radical epistemological critique of anthropological
writing."--George Marcus, University of California, Irving"The confidence and optimism that Fabian expresses
contributesin no small way to the exhilarating intellectual experience this book offers."--Gauri Viswanathan,
Columbia University The confidence and optimism that Fabian expresses contributes in no small way to the
exhilarating intellectual experience this book offers.--Gauri Viswanathan "Columbia University "About the
AuthorJohannes Fabian is professor emeritus of cultural anthropology at the University of Amsterdam. His books
include Out of Our Minds: Reason and Madness in the Exploration of Central Africa; Memory Against Culture:
Arguments and Reminders; Anthropology with an Attitude: Critical Essays; and Ethnography as Commentary:
Writing from the Virtual Archive.Matti Bunzl is professor of anthropology and history at the University of Illinois at
UrbanaChampaign and the author of Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia: Hatreds Old and New in Europe.



